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PRIMARY SCHOOL SURVEY

How to use this resource:

In order to make your school wilder,
you need to know how wild your school
already is. This packet contains several
surveys and questionnaires to get you
and your pupils thinking about the
different ways your school can go wild.

Health and safety considerations

Please adapt our activities to adhere to
the most recent government guidelines
and help prevent the spread of the
coronavirus, Covid-19. Activities
suggested in this toolkit are suggestions
only and should be modified in a way
that suits your school best. Surveys can
be completed easily within bubbles.

How wild is your school?

Class activity: Look out for wildlife from
your windows, or take the class outside

and go looking for wildlife.

Pages 4 and 5 of this packet include
some simple wildlife and invertebrate
spotter sheets that your pupils can use
to determine how wildlife friendly your
school is. There are plenty more wildlife
spotter sheets online at:
wildlifewatch.org.uk.

hiwwt.org.uk/team-wilder

The more animals you see, the better!
The more variety of life an environment
sustains, the more interrelationships
there are and thus the ecosystem is a
lot more resilient to change. By taking

a look at your pupil’s results, you can
start to see what groups of animals your
school grounds support and what
animals you think you might want to see
more of. If you can provide the desired
food source and shelter for these
animals, they will come to you.

If you would like to have more thorough
ecological surveys conducted on your

school grounds, please email:
Wilder@hiwwt.org. uk.
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What is your school currently
doing to help nature’s recovery?

From bird houses to bug hotels, from
wildlife ponds to wildflower meadows,
there're so many ways to give nature a
home.

Class activity: Take a walk around your
school with your pupils and identify the

different ways in which your school is
taking action for nature.

Page 6 has a checklist of actions you can
look out for. Once you have completed
your walk, tally up the number of ticks
you've got.

5 ticks or less: think about what other
easy and simple actions your school
could take to make more space for na-
ture.

6-10 ticks: You're doing pretty well - were
you inspired by some actions on the list
that you would like to do?

More than 10 ticks: That's awesome!
Have a think about how you might want
to expand some of the projects you're

already doing. Could you make a bigger
impact?
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How connected are pupils and
staff to nature?

Class activity: Ask your pupils to fill out

a short questionnaire to assess how
they feel about nature.

Having an appreciation for nature and the
outdoors has many benefits to people’s
physical and mental wellbeing; not to
mention that the more you love nature,
the more you're going to take

action to protect it.

On page 7 you'll find a short
guestionnaire that you can print and
distribute to your pupils. The
guestionnaire assesses how connected
the pupils feel to nature and is based
on a traffic light system. The pupils
colour statements in red, yellow, or
green based on whether they disagree
with, are unsure about, or agree with
statement. Once completed, collate

all their answers and tally how many
pupils agreed and disagreed with the
statements. The more times something
was"“agreed” with the better connected
your students are to nature. Use this as
a way to engage in discussions about
nature with your class.

This activity can be done interactively.
Choose one side of the classroom to

be the “agreeable” side and the other,
the “disagreeable.” Read out the state-
ments provided and ask your pupils to
stand on either side of the classroom
depending on how much they agree
with the statement. Then ask your pupils
to explain why they chose that side.
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Page 8 is for teachers to read through
and make some short term goals. Write
down the current answer to the
qguestions and think about a goal you'd
like for the school to set to change your
ways. Write down a review date and put
that date in your diary so you can check
back later to see if you've achieved your
goals and what to do next. Setting short
term goals and changing them regularly
Is more effective than long term ones.
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Do you agree or disagree? Colour in the circles!

Red = disagree Yellow = unsure Green = agree

| love going The rain is just Walking is better

outdoors as important as envfi(::):lrrl:ent
to play sunshine than driving

| wish we could

- do more school
protect nature outside a lot activities

outside.

We should We go

My actions
have an impact
on wildlife

It is really | think about
important to wildlife

pick up rubbish everyday

1. My favourite thing to do outside is:

2. My least favourite thing to do outside is:

3. 1 think my school could protect the environment more if:
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For the teacher: How connected are pupils and staff to nature?

Answer the questions below.

What percentage of pupils experience at least one
hour a week of outdoor learning?

Outdoor learning encompasses the entire range of learnig ex-
periences that children gain from playing in and discovering

the natural world around them. A 2019 study conducted by the
Wildlife Trusts and University College London revealed that after
participating in outdoor learning, 79% of children reported feeling
more confident in themselves, 81% agreed that they had better
relationships with their teachers, and 79% reported better rela-
tionships with their class-mates.

What percentage of your teaching staff are
specifically trained in outdoor learning?

Providing people with the opportunity to connect with the nat-
ural world is at the heart of what we do. We believe that equip-
ping teachers and leaders with the skills and confidence to take
groups outside is a key way this can be achieved. Find out more
about our outdoor learning programmes at:
hiwwt.org.uk/Schools-groups/training.

Are the students and staff involved in committees?

It doesn’t have to be an eco-focused committee or even a
committee at all. Including staff and students who represent

all parts of the school community in decision making of some
of the school’s operations is key to creating a space for nature
that everyone will respect and feel a sense of ownership over.
Community action is a very powerful tool in creating meaningful

change and can be leveraged in a number of ways.

To what extent are the school’s every day practices
sustainable?

Caring for the environment comes in many different forms, but

as the ecological crisis worsens, more and more people are ab-
sorbing sustainable practices in their everyday lives. In answer-

ing this question think about: Are teachers thinking twice about
printing lots of paper? Are students being taught how to recycle
and why it matters?

hiwwt.org.uk/team-wilder
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